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Hemodialysis as Underlying Condition in Swine Flu 
Death Cases
Swine flu grabbed the headlines in 2009, and the pandemic garnered much attention from the medical community. 
There is no doubt that swine flu can induce renal failure [1]. However, there is no evidence as to whether or not 
patients with underlying renal failure who are undergoing hemodialysis have an increased risk of mortality from 
swine flu.
According to an official report of a total of 65 swine flu deaths in Thailand as of July 31, 2009, six cases had 
underlying renal disease [2]. Of these six cases, one had been on regular hemodialysis (3 times per week). The 
other five cases had not been on dialysis. There was no difference in clinical disease progression between the 
patient with renal disease who had been on and those who had not been on hemodialysis. So while underlying 
renal disease can result in increased mortality from swine flu, being on hemodialysis may not be an additional risk 
factor.
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